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 COMMODORE’S COMMENTS:  
 

Women’s History Month Highlight: Kimberly Blum 

Women’s History month was last month, but since it’s technically still March 
as I write this, and because this dedicated woman deserves to be highlighted, 
here is a glimpse of the astonishing Kim Blum. 

 
Kim is the devoted wife and mother of four children, Pam, Emily, Piper, and 
Cole. She joined MYC with her family in 2018. She and her husband were not 
initially engaged in club activities because they were not immediately 
welcomed by fellow MYC members. As is a common problem within private 
clubs, the “cliquish” nature can be a tough nut to crack, so to speak. I am 
looking in the mirror as I say this, but we must work harder at being more 
inclusive. The Blum’s joined MYC so their family could learn to sail together. 
Thankfully, they finally met some of our more exuberant members, Scotty 
Miller and Mark Marchido. This connection and friendship anchored the 
Blum’s continued involvement at MYC.  

 
In 2020, Scott Corder stepped down from our Juniors program, and Kim 
graciously took over as the chairperson. Since that time, she has grown our 
youth program at MYC exponentially. Last year, MJSA enrolled over 90 
students in sailing school, including 32 adults and 16 juniors on our new race 
team. The J/24, “School Bus,” generously loaned to the junior race team by 
member Kyle Vowels, isn’t the only program Kim has developed. She also 
implemented and executed the OPTIMIST S.A.I.L. program, or Self-confidence, 
Adventure, Independence, and Learning, which is an outreach program for 
youth in our community who wouldn’t normally be afforded the opportunity 
to try their hand at sailing. This program began 2 years ago with Opti’s placed 
in an indoor swimming pool, utilizing industrial fans to create wind. Both of 
these programs are truly amazing, as I have witnessed the beaming smiles on 
the kids' faces. During this time, Kim has also been a member of our house 
committee and our social committee chair. 

 
Kim doesn’t stop there. Her efforts extend beyond the walls and lakes around 
MYC, and her other areas of volunteerism are also worthy of mention. For 10 
years, Kim served as a Director for the Allendale Region American Youth 
Soccer Organization (AYSO) and was primarily responsible for promotion, 
fundraising, and team logistical support.  Through her fundraising, the 
Allendale AYSO was able to maintain an affordable soccer program for over 
400 kids annually.  These funds also provided for necessary soccer equipment 
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and most notedly, automated external defibrillators (AED) for the soccer 
fields. Kim was also the Director for the Allendale Engine House No. 5 Museum 
for over 10 years, where she was heavily involved in operations, fundraising, 
community outreach, and promotion of the museum.  Kim’s fundraising at the 
museum accounted for nearly $80,000 in operational support! She was also 
the founder and organizer of Engine House No. 5 Stuff a Fire Truck Food and 
Essentials Drive, which recently completed its 6th year of providing for families 
in need through local food pantries. Kim is currently the Assistant District 
Governor of Rotary International Region 6290.  Her role there is to help her 
assigned Rotary clubs develop and achieve district goals, and assist the District 
Governor with administrative duties. On top of all this, Kim also has a real job. 
She has been a Real Estate Agent with Coldwell Banker AJS Schmidt for 22 
years now. 

 
For Kim, there is no goal unattainable, or challenge too great. It’s not just what 
Kim does for her community, but it’s the unwavering integrity she exhibits in 
everything she does. Kim, your strength, drive, grace, and devotion are truly 
inspiring. I salute you! 

 
Jessica Strecker 
MYC Commodore 
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2023 Capital Improvement Fund Update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Collected: 
$ 29,898 

 

+ 
 

12/31/22 Balance: 
$ 136,380 

 

2023 Expenditures: 
 

$ 2,034 
 

Available Balance =  
$ 164,244 

 
Projects Approved Pending 
Completion: 
2 Sets Entry Doors:  $30,000 
DY Projects: $23,000 

• Seawall repair 

• SE clubhouse fascia repair 

• SE parking lot concrete repair 

• Front entrance stamped concrete 
Octagon Building Roof: $45,000 
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Bar Kitchen 

Monday Closed Closed 

Tuesday Closed Closed 

Wednesday 4 pm – 10 pm 4 pm – 9 pm 

Thursday 4 pm – 10 pm 4 pm – 9 pm 

Friday 4 pm – 11 pm 4 pm – 9 pm 

Saturday 12 pm – 11 pm 12 pm – 9 pm 

Sunday 1 pm – 9 pm 1 pm – 8 pm 
 

Spring Hours Start on 4/25/23 

 

 

MYC Committee  

Monthly Meeting Reminders: 
 

 
Dock & Yard Committee – 2nd Saturday at 

9:00 am 
House Committee – 2nd Saturday  

at 10:00 am 
Membership Committee – 2nd Saturday at 

11:00am 
Race & Regatta Committee – 3rd Wed.  

at 7:00pm 
Social Committee – 2nd Saturday at  

11:15am 
Board Meeting – 3rd Thursday  

at 7:00pm 



 7 

 From the Business Office: 
 

Please update us with any changes in 
your contact information – address, 
phone, email, boat information, etc. Our 
2023 Roster will be published in the 
Spring and we want your listing to be 
accurate! 

 

We are encouraging everyone to 
consider using your bank or credit 
union’s online bill pay service to pay your MYC bill.  Many members are 
already paying this way…it’s very easy and free in most cases. 

 

More information is coming soon about other new options for paying your 
MYC bill electronically…stay tuned!   
 

Thank you, 
Sue Peters 
 

 

 Treasurers Report: 

 
Greetings fellow MYC members! 

I am pleased to submit to you our consolidated 2023-2024 fiscal year budget 

that was recently approved by the Board of Directors as required by our by-

laws each April.  

You will note that we are projecting a few dollars deficit, but this is because 

we are budgeting an accelerated payoff of the remaining balance of the 

marina loan.  As hopefully you recall, as I am sure you all study in detail each 

issue of the Portwatch, that we refinanced the loan in October as we had a 

balloon payment upcoming and we locked in a 5.5% interest rate with no 

balloon payment.  At the end of this term the loan will be repaid in full.  This is 

quite a milestone for us and we are going to work hard to pay this off in 5-6 

years instead of 7 as it will put us in a much better financial position with the 

debt service load removed from the club.  Our plan once that is accomplished 
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is to build a substantial reserve fund for future marina repairs and 

replacement once the useful life of the marina is reached. 

We do have some capital expenditures pending but as these are funded from 

the Capital Improvement Fund, they are not including in the budgeting process 

(CIF contributions are not budgeted as revenue either) 

The club is currently on sound financial footing as we are heading into a more 

challenging economic environment. We have cash on hand, we have an 

outstanding staff, and we have an active and engaged board, and a growing 

membership.   

I wanted to thank the Committee Chairs, General Manager Kim, the board of 

directors, and especially Business Manager Sue Peters for the many hours of 

work that goes into the budgeting process this and every year. It is truly a 

team effort with Sue doing most of the heavy lifting.  

I am looking forward to another great season at MYC!  If you have any 

questions about the budget or club finances, as always feel free to contact me 

directly.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Larry Taunt 

Treasurer 

Muskegon Yacht Club 

 

Muskegon Yacht Club    

2023-24 BUDGET CONSOLIDATED FORMAT 

      

    

May 2023 - Apr 
2024  

    12 months  

      
RESTAURANT OPERATIONS    
Sales Revenue   $491,001.00  
Cost of Goods Sold   212,066.00  
Staff Expense   181,429.00  
Other Misc. Expenses  41,660.00  

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) $55,846.00   
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DOCK & YARD OPERATIONS / MARINA   
Slip Rental Fee Income  $208,900.00  
Other Misc. Income   24,600.00  
Staff Expense   15,271.00  
Taxes, Permits & Insurance Expense  35,600.00  
Utility Expense   19,300.00  
Maintenance & Equipment Expense  37,910.00  
Mortgage Expense (Principal & Interest) 162,000.00  

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) ($36,581.00)  

      
CLUB & MEMBERSHIP OPERATIONS   
Dues & Initiation Fee Income  $285,000.00  
Other Income   99,140.00  
Staff Expense   239,836.00  
Taxes, Permits & Insurance Expense  40,870.00  
Utility Expense   45,740.00  
Maintenance & Equipment Expense  22,500.00  
Credit Card Processing Expense  3,000.00  
Misc Operating Expenses  52,013.00  

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) ($19,819.00)  

      
RESTAURANT OPERATIONS   $55,846.00    

DOCK & YARD OPERATIONS / MARINA (36,581.00)   

CLUB & MEMBERSHIP OPERATIONS (19,819.00)   

Net Income from Operations   ($554.00)   

            

INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP EQUITY $120,295.00   

      
Capital Improvement Fund Income 
(est)  $55,000.00  
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 Membership Committee Report: 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  
 

On behalf of the Membership Committee, we are happy to 
announce the following additions to the MYC Family:  

 
Brian & Gay Landstrom – Full Members – North Muskegon 
Charles Jackson & Yao Wong – Full Members – Shoreline, WA 

Michael & Sue Poulin – Full Members – North Muskegon 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ATTENTION ALL NEW MEMBERS: 

Join us for a New Member Reception 

June 17, 2023 
Time:  TBD 

 

Come meet other new 

members and learn more 

about MYC policies, 

procedures, and amenities! 
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 Race and Regatta Committee Report: 
 

Happy Spring MYC Racers! Registration for this year’s 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Blacklock series is under way.  

 
The first race of the season is May 3rd.  

 
For the Wednesday Night Series, you can register HERE.   

 

For the new Melges 24 Tuesday night series please 
register HERE.   

 
You will automatically be registered for the Blacklock Cup 

Series if you check the appropriate box.  No additional 
fee.  Please get your entries in so the RC can see what 

class splits are going to look like and plan accordingly.  
 

Also, you must send your MWPHRF Certificate and 
Insurance to race.myc@muskegonyachtclub.org prior to 

the first race.   
 

Thanks! 
Steve Schiller 

RRC Co-Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yachtscoring.com/event_registration_email.cfm?eid=15744
https://yachtscoring.com/event_registration_email.cfm?eid=15811
mailto:race.myc@muskegonyachtclub.org
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April Book Club 

Thursday, April 6, 2023 

6 pm 

MYC Round Room 

 

********************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 2 AND Sunday, April 16 

3-6pm 

MYC Bar 
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   Dock and Yard Committee Report  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scheduled Work Bee’s: 

• April 8th starting at 9am.  Remove deicers from the marina, pressure 

wash, and place in storage.  Will need no more than two (2) power 

washers. 

• April 15th starting at 10am.  Hauling out and setting up yard 

furniture. 

• April 22nd and April 23rd, Power wash docks starting at 9am.  5 to 6 

power washers will be needed. 

 
A sign up has been created and can be accessed by clicking the link below.   

 

Sign up here to let us know your availability to help. 
 

Dock & Yard needs as many volunteers as possible to complete the 
mountain of work.  Please consider helping. 
 
With Board approval Dock and Yard has initiated work to begin on several of 
the following maintenance issues at MYC: 

• Octagon Building - Versatile Roofing Systems has been selected to 

complete the installation of the new roof membrane on the 

Octagon Building.  They intend to begin work around the first of 

May. 

 

It’s that time of year to 

prepare MYC for outdoor 

activities. 

https://forms.gle/VBTrEKmUKNkTY2wd8
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• Southeast corner of Melges lot concrete repair - Kloote Concrete 

has been selected to complete the replacement of the damaged 

concrete in the southeast corner of the Melges lot.  This work will 

begin when temperatures remain above freezing. 

• Main entrance - Kloote Concrete will be removing the existing 

carpet covered concrete at the main entrance to the clubhouse.  

The new entrance will be finished with stamped concrete.  This 

work will be performed in conjunction with the work in the 

southeast corner of the Melges lot. 

• Concrete seawall at Juniors launch - TR Ghezzi Marine Construction 

has been selected to repair the concrete seawall along the beach 

adjacent to where the Junior’s floating dock is moored.  This work is 

anticipated to begin in the next couple of weeks. 

• Clubhouse facia repair - Muskegon Quality Builders has been 

selected to repair the rotted facia on the southeast corner of the 

clubhouse.  This work is anticipated to begin in the upcoming 

weeks. 

 
Also keep note that the 84th Queen’s Cup Regatta is finishing at MYC on July 
1st.  D&Y is anticipating a very full marina with competitor boats moored, 
rafted, and docked in as many places as possible.  Dock and Yard will be 
requesting feedback from slip holders who will be traveling that weekend or 
who are willing to move their boat to a mooring ball so that we can 
accommodate as many racers as possible.  
 
Interested in becoming involved with the Dock & Yard Committee?  We meet 

the second Saturday of each month at 9am.  Attendance may be in-person or 

virtual.  Contact Jeff Blum at jeff.blum213@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mark your calendars!  The marina 

will be open to boats on April 24th.    

 

mailto:jeff.blum213@gmail.com
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Sunday Fun Day – 3/6/23 

Dragon Force 65’s 

 
Photo Credit:  Brady Wallace 
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 Sailing School Committee Report: 

 
The Muskegon Yacht Club Sailing School recently hosted the Optimist S.A.I.L 

program, an exciting introduction to sailing, at the Muskegon Heights Public 

School Academy's Aquatic Center. The event saw the participation of children 

from the Boys and Girls Muskegon Lakeshore Club and Muskegon Heights 

Public School Academy's 5th and 6th grade students. Using Optimist sailboats 

and industrial fans to create wind, participants were able to sail the boats 

around the pool and learn the basics of sailing, while also learning about STEM 

principles.  
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Sailing is a complex and challenging sport that requires a solid understanding 

of science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) principles. The MYC 

Optimist S.A.I.L program not only introduced participants to sailing, but also 

how to apply STEM principles to the sport. Stations were set up to teach the 

children about knot tying, wind speed and direction, and buoyancy. These 

hands-on activities provided participants with a greater understanding of the 

physics and engineering behind sailing, and gave them the opportunity to 

apply these principles in a practical way. 

The program's skilled volunteers were on hand to guide the children through 

the different stations, helping them to learn and apply STEM principles to the 

sport of sailing. Knot tying was a particular highlight, as participants were 

taught how to tie knots that are essential to the sport. The children learned 

how to tie basic knots like the bowline and figure-eight knot, as well as more 

advanced knots like the sheet bend and the clove hitch.  

 

Wind speed and direction were also key areas of focus during the program. 

Participants were taught how to read wind direction and use it to their 

advantage while sailing. They learned how to adjust the sails and trim them to 

catch the wind and gain maximum speed. These skills are essential for any 

sailor, as they can make the difference between a good and a great sailing 

performance. 
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Finally, buoyancy was another area of focus during the program. Participants 

learned about the physics of buoyancy and how it affects the stability of their 

boats while sailing. Using various materials, they learned how to adjust the 

weight distribution of their boats to improve their stability and prevent 

capsizing.  

Overall, the MYC Optimist S.A.I.L program was a resounding success. 

Participants not only learned the basics of sailing, but also gained a greater 

understanding of STEM principles and how they apply to the sport. The 

program's hands-on activities and skilled instructors provided a fun and 

engaging learning experience for all involved. It is clear that the program has 

inspired a love of sailing in many of the children who participated, and it is 

sure to be a memorable experience that they will cherish for years to come. 

To the many volunteers and 

contributors that made this event 

possible.  It could not have been 

done without you!!!   
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Join the MYC Junior Race Team 
In addition to the Learn-To-Sail opportunities offered by the MYC Sailing School, youth 
sailors can expand their sailing experience by joining the MYC Junior Race Team. 

Weekly practices, youth regattas, and participation in the Wednesday night race series 
help young sailors improve their sailing skills, build confidence, and learn the 
importance of personal responsibility as part of a supportive, close-knit team. 

Information and registration for the MYC Junior Race Team’s 2023 activities can be 
found on the MYC web site at https://www.mycsailingschool.com/myc-race-team 

CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO FOLLOW THE JUNIORS ON FACEBOOK!  
https://www.facebook.com/Muskegon-Junior-Sailing-Program-134232283314396/ 
 

While sailing is associated with the use of wind power, a 
motor is still an essential component of any sailing school's 
safety boat. It is imperative that the sailing school acquires a 
motor for their safety boat. To help to achieve this goal, we 
have created a wish list of other necessary items that the 

school will require. I would like to ask everyone to consider contributing to this 
list by making a donation to MJSA toward something on the list.  You can do 
this by dropping off a check, the pull down payment button on the website, 
donating to the Facebook fundraiser, or mailing a check to MJSA.  Your 
donation is tax deductible.  By doing so, we can ensure that the school has all 
the essential equipment needed to provide a safe and enjoyable experience 
for all their students. 2023 Wish List 
 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT MYC JUNIOR PROGRAMS BY GIVING TO THE MJSA 
The MYC Sailing School and MYC Junior Programs are made 
possible through the generous support of the Muskegon 
Junior Sailing Association (MJSA) which is a 501c3 
charitable organization.  

Please consider making the Muskegon Junior Sailing 
Association part of your planned giving with a tax-

deductible donation.  Follow the link for online donations.  
Give Today!  

For more info on the program please click the link below: 

http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/mjsa/ 
 

Respectfully,  
Kimberly Blum 
MYC Sailing School Chairperson 

https://www.mycsailingschool.com/myc-race-team
https://www.facebook.com/Muskegon-Junior-Sailing-Program-134232283314396/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1owxxwg34hfonEJ9I-nLQfqSXysAUltg6/view?usp=sharing
http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/online-payment/
http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/mjsa/
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Sunday, April 9, 2023 

 

Club Closed 

 

Enjoy your day with friends and family.  We will reopen 

for normal business hours on Wednesday, April 12, 2023 

at 4 pm 
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Did you know your membership includes 

reciprocity to over 900 other Yacht Clubs 

in America? 
 

 

To see a list of reciprocating Yacht Clubs, 

please visit the following website: 
 

 

Click “Members Only” Section of the 

YCA’s website 
www.ycaol.com 

 

 

For Access: 

User ID:  club1040 

Password: y100446c 

 
 

http://www.ycaol.com/
http://www.ycaol.com/
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Get noticed!   

 

Promote your business in the 

Portwatch. 

 

Business Card Size Ads only 

$15/month.   

Half Page Ad only $30/month 

 
Email Kim for more information 

kim@muskgeonyachtclub.org 

 

file:///C:/Users/MYCKI/Portwatch/kim@muskgeonyachtclub.org
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  MYC APRIL 2023 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 

Jam 

Session 

3PM 

3 4 5 6 
 
Book 
Club 6PM 

7 8 
Committee 
Meetings 
 
Deicer 
Removal 
9AM 

9 
 
Easter 
Sunday – 
Club 
Closed 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

Dock & 

Yard Work 

Bee 

Heather Ely 

2 Year Work 

Anniversary 

16 
 
Jam 
Session 
3PM 

17 18 19 20 
 
Board 
Meeting 
7PM 

21 22 
 
Powerwash 
Docks 9AM 

23 24 25 
 
Spring 
Hours Start 
 
Kim Nguyen 
11 year 
Work 
Anniversary 

26 27 28 29 
 
Open 
House 12 
pm 

30       

 

If you have events or meetings you’d like added to the Portwatch                              

or website calendars, please contact Kim Nguyen - kim@muskegonyachtclub.org 

 

 

mailto:kim@muskegonyachtclub.org
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