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 COMMODORE’S COMMENTS:              

 
Fellow MYC members, 
 

It truly is an exciting time to be a member of MYC. With all the challenges and 
opportunities put before us our staff and members have proven up to the 
task. I hope everyone had a chance to taste the goodies at the volunteer 
appreciation desert bar...it was delicious. 
 

The water continues to present challenges for us but we are working on plans 

to solve the issues. We have 2 new pilings installed on "B" dock and plans are 

in the works for spring repairs.   

At our last Board meeting, after much deliberation, the board has decided to 

make necessary adjustments to the dues and CIF funds. 

MYC, like every service organization, private club, and restaurant in the 

country is faced with a very challenging employment market and as such 

rapidly increasing labor cost.  The current very low unemployment level is 

creating a “seller’s market” for employees which has contributed to our 

employee turnover and is forcing us to raise our compensation levels in order 

to hire and retain employees.  As a result of this and other contributing factors 

the board has deemed it necessary to enact the following dues adjustments: 

Full Membership is now  $725.00 

Associate Membership is now  $480.00 

Junior Membership is now  $362.50 

Our Capital Improvement fund (CIF) was created in 2013 to address the critical 

capital needs of Muskegon Yacht Club. The fund was created so that it 

impacted ALL members including Life members who are not required to pay 

dues. While perhaps the most visible aspects of the success of the CIF are the 

beautiful new pool fence and the major improvements to the windows in the 

bar, there have been many less visible upgrades to the facility.  Some of the 

initial improvements were replacing and upgrading the roofs in our primary 

building to stop the pervasive leaks.  This was followed by the acoustical 

ceiling in the Bar to reduce the noise levels and make that a more enjoyable 

environment.   A beautiful new bar, Carpeting, tankless water heaters, new 
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siding and paint, air conditioning in the Lakeview and Spinnaker rooms, a new 

walk in cooler, kitchen expansion, fencing, junior ramp improvements, pool 

cover, and the ever popular “make up air” system.  total nearly $250,000 in 

repairs and improvements to MYC in the last six years.  

Unfortunately, this has not been enough, and the high-water levels we are 

currently experiencing and which are projected to be even worse next year, 

are compounding the problems.  

Currently we have many projects on deferral, some of them quite critical and 

the list just keeps getting longer. In round numbers: 

• Window and wall rebuild (like in the bar) in Spinnaker room 

(Approximately $30K) 

• Windows in the Lakeview room ($12K) 

• Octagon Building (juniors’ classroom) roof (long deferred) ($40K) 

• Bath House roof and bath repairs ($20K) 

• Juniors Beach repair and long-term erosion solution ($60K) 

• Raise repair sea wall on lift side ($40k) 

• Replace sea wall fixed docks with floating docks ($50k) 

• Raise main dock ($50K) 

• Resurface parking lot ($50k) 

• Raise electrical service (already done) ($16k) 
 

While we are hopeful to package and accomplish some of the marina work as 

part of our repairs using the insurance proceeds, this list (which is far from all 

inclusive) quickly exceeds $300,000 in projects that if not addressed, will 

simply continue to deteriorate and then will ultimately cost even more to 

address the longer they are deferred.  

At a CIF funding level of $120 per member, which generates approximately 

$48,000 per year, we have existing, needed, known projects that will use over 

six years of current CIF funding.  Of course, the reality is that over the next six 

years more expenses will come up and the cost of these repairs will also 

increase.  

Bottom line, we need to raise more capital sooner to address these issues over 

the next couple of years instead of the next 6-10 years or we will be 

continually falling behind. 
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Larry Taunts recommendation to the board was and is to increase the CIF 

funding from $120 to $240 per member for a period of two years to get on top 

of our current capital demands and make these much-needed repairs and 

remodels to our facility.  

Please don’t shoot the messenger.  I am not happy about this either, but I truly 

believe that the short-term pain of making this investment in our facilities now 

will pay us huge long-term dividends. 

The board has decided to accept the recommendation and increase the CIF 

funding level, for a 2-year period, to $20.00 per month or $200.00 if paid in a 

lump sum. 

Don't forget to come on down to the club for the holiday parties and 
decorations.  Wishing each of you a very happy Holiday season! 
 

Yours Truly, 

Tim Wallace   
Commodore 
Muskegon Yacht Club 
(with contributions from L.Taunt) 
 

 

 

 

 

Awards 

Banquet 

2019 
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2019 Capital Improvement Fund Update 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2019 Dock Claim Insurance Settlement 

Summary 
 

Date Transaction Amount Balance 

6/25/18 Ins. Settlement Chk #1 of 2 50,000.00 50,000.00 

6/25/18 Tucker Marine Constr.  #168 -25,700.00 24,300.00 

8/6/18 Ins. Settlement Chk #2 of 2 401,733.43 426,033.43 

12/12/18 Tucker Marine Constr.  #190 4,800.00 421,233.43 

1/31/19 Edgewater Resources  #1147 6,180.00 415,053.43 

2/28/19 Edgewater Resources  #1242 2,896.75 412,156.68 

4/11/19 Edgewater Resources  #1389 1,105.00 411,051.68 

7/19/19 Soils & Structures #68775 9,400.00 401,651.68 

7/31/19 Tucker Marine Constr. #219 6,000.00 395,651.68 

  

 
2019 Collected: 

$ 41,768 
 

+ 
 

12/31/18 Balance: 
$ 29,687 

 

 2019 Expenditures: 
 

Kitchen remodel 
$23,829 

Raise Dock  
$6,735 

Sidewalk Repair 
$6,600 

 
 

Available Balance = 
$ 34,291 
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Club Hours of Operation 
 

 
Bar Hours               Kitchen Hours 

 Monday:   Club Closed   Club Closed 
 Tuesday:  Club Closed  Club Closed
 Wednesday:  4-10 pm  4-9 pm 
 Thursday:  4-10 pm                4-9 pm 
 Friday:   12-11 pm  12-9 pm 
 Saturday:  12-11 pm  12-9 pm 
 Sunday:   1-9 pm   1-8 pm 

 

 

MYC Committee Meeting Reminders: 

Dock & Yard Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 9:00 am 
House Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 10:00 am 

Membership Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 11:00am 
Race & Regatta Committee – 3rd Weds at 7:00pm 

Social Committee – as needed 
Board Meeting – 3rd Thursdays at 7:00pm 

 

 

   Membership Committee Report: 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

On behalf of the Membership Committee, we are happy to announce the 

following additions to the MYC Family: 

Elizabeth Marks Junior Member   Grand Rapids, MI 
Tom & Vicky Lamont Full Members   Fort Wayne, IN 
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 From the Business Office: 

2020 Membership Renewal 

Please watch your monthly billing statement for your annual 
membership renewal. 
 
2020 Membership Dues are being billed this month (December). 
 
2020 Capital Improvement Fund (CIF) billing starts next month 
(January) at $20 per month.  As always, you may choose to pay a lump 
sum ($200) for the CIF BY JANUARY 31ST  to save $40. 
 
We encourage you to take advantage of our other convenient options:  

• Paperless Emailed Billing Statements 

• Automatic Credit/Debit Card Bill Pay 

 
Happy Holidays - Here’s to a great new decade! 
Sue Peters 

 

 

 House Committee Report: 

Thank you all for completing the recent Club Operations Survey. 
This gives the Club a great deal of information, allowing the committees to 
compare this new information with the results from the previous years.  It is 
such valuable information for us to work from, so thank you for your 
feedback! 
 

To a less positive aspect of the duties as Chair of The House Committee…..One 
of the jobs I have to do is phone and talk to the people who do not follow the 
club rules, and put others or the club at risk.  We have a few (Very few) 
member who do not seem to understand some of the house rules like: 
 

Don’t take drinks from the club into the parking lot area 
 

Please understand if people take drinks out into the parking lot this could cost 
the club a fine at the simple end (as it has in the past), to the Club losing its 
liquor license, which would put MYC at risk. 
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 To those members, please stop taking drinks out to the parking lot!!! 
  

Slow payment of accounts: 
As we move into winter please make sure all the accounts are up to date.  This 
is very important for the cash flow of the club over the winter. 
  
Again, thanks to all for being a member of MYC. 
  
Regards, 
Ross Simpson 

 

 

 News from the General Manager: 

Other notes: 

The club will be open on Christmas Eve from 4-8 pm for the annual Holiday 

pot-luck - Don’t forget to bring a dish to pass!  Last call will be at 7:30 pm with 

a hard close at 8 pm.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.  The club will 

be closed on Christmas Day and will re-open at 4pm on Thursday the 26th.  Join 

us for our annual MYC celebration, ringing in the New Year!  A dinner for two 

feature will be available from 5-9 pm.  More details to come soon!  The club 

will then be closed from 1/1/20 -1/23/20.  We have a long list of projects that 

will be completed during this time, just like past years.  This year we will be 

focusing on refinishing the kitchen floor that needs immediate repair along 

with resealing the wood chairs, deep cleaning of the bar area carpets and 

surroundings, some painting, and organizing.   This is no small task and 

although not popular with some members, is a must to help maintain a clean 

atmosphere and help prolong some of our aging equipment.  Please join us on 

Friday 1/27/20 for our re-opening party at 5 pm.    

Happy Holidays & stay warm MYC friends, 

Kim Nguyen 
Kim@muskegonyachtclub.org 
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 Dock & Yard Committee Report: 

Ready for Winter at MYC! 
  
Dock and Yard has been busy preparing for the winter season. Most of the 
work this fall has been aimed at protecting slips from further damage as we 
prepare to rectify the attenuator issues in the spring. 
  
Under recommendations from Edgewater Engineering, two pilings were driven 
into the lakebed off of “B dock” last week. In addition, all 26 bubblers were 
installed throughout the marina. These bubblers are on timers - so they don't 
run continually, saving the club energy dollars.  Between the pilings and 
bubblers, we are hoping to assure less dock movement from wave and ice 
action over the winter. 
  
Dock and Yard is extremely grateful to all of the members that volunteered to 
help install the bubblers! What could have taken many hours, took only a few. 
  
Right now, Dock and Yard is working on the 2020 budget. There is a lot of work 
to do in the coming spring. Unfortunately, we are anticipating high water again 
next season, which is requiring some serious planning. 
  
See you at the slip assignment meeting on Saturday, December 7 at 1pm.  
 
Jill Keast 
Co-Chair  

 

It was a cold morning installing the bubblers….brrrrrrr! 
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Blanket & Sock Drive at MYC 
 

Donations will be accepted until 
12/23/19 and will be delivered to our 

local Salvation Army on 12/24/19! 
 

$2 off your holiday meal on 12/7/19 with 
any donation! 
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   Juniors Committee Report: 
2019 MYC JUNIOR RACING SEASON AWARDS 
 

As in past years, the 2019 Junior Program race season awards for each fleet 
were calculated using each sailor’s scores in a total of approximately 20 
individual races conducted throughout the summer at various events.  
 

In addition to the MYC Ulrich Memorial regatta at the end of the year, the 
junior sailors competed at four West Michigan Youth Sailing Association 
regattas at Macatawa Bay, Spring Lake, White Lake and Muskegon.
 

Each of the 1st Place winners below have now added their engraved name to 
the perpetual trophy for their respective fleet. The top 3 sailors in each fleet 
received backpacks embroidered with their achievement and the MYC burgee. 
 

The scores this year were close, including a tie for 1st Place overall in the 
Butterfly fleet where the tie-breaker rule boiled things all the way down to 
who had the most second place finishes! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to all the Junior sailors! 
 

Optimist Green Fleet: 

1st Place: Jazmine Nguyen 19 points 
2nd Place: Cole Blum   33 points  
3rd Place: Emilee Nguyen  34 points 
 
Optimist RWB Fleet: 

1st Place: Hugh Frisinger  21 points 
2nd Place: Simon Frisinger 23 points 

 

 
Butterfly Fleet: 
1st Place: Ben Morris  20 points
2nd Place: Gage Stasko  20 points 
3rd Place: Garrett Riehl  40 points 
 
Laser Radial: 

1st Place: Dylan Young  28 points 
 

2019 Ulrich Memorial Trophy: 

Hugh Frisinger 
 

2019 Most Improved (Schiller Trophy): 

Jazmine Nguyen 
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COLLEGE SAILING NEWS 
MYC Sailing School instructor Frank Frisinger is a college freshman at Old 
Dominion University and is a member of the ODU sailing team. Frank (second 
from the right in the front row below) had a very busy Fall 2019 intercollegiate 
sailing season, competing at six different regattas throughout the Northeast.  
 

 
 

On October 5-6, Frank was the skipper for ODU’s entry in the B Fleet at the 
Webb-Woollum Regatta in Newport News, Virginia. It was a busy weekend 
with both fleets completing 9 races on the James River and another 9 races on 
the Warwick River. Frank (below on boat #6) sailed to 1st Place in the B Fleet, 
helping ODU take 1st Place overall out of the nine college teams at this event. 

 

Click the following link to see a full review of Frank’s 2019 Fall Season: 
https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/frank-frisinger/ 

https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/frank-frisinger/
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On October 12-13, MYC and its junior 
sailing program were well-represented 
on the open waters of Long Island 
Sound at one of the premier events on 
the annual collegiate sailing calendar.  
 

Since the early 1970’s, Larchmont Yacht 
Club in New York has been the host 
venue for the Storm Trysail Foundation 
Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta.  

 

Each year, this prestigious invitational regatta attracts approximately 50 of the 
best collegiate teams from around North America. Teams compete in a variety 
of one-design and PHRF fleets comprised of J105s, J109s, J111s, J44s, Farr 40s 
and other offshore yachts provided on-loan by East Coast boat owners.  
 

The video link below provides a great overview of this event: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2aJb_TAfLE&feature=emb_title 
 

The breeze for this year’s regatta was quite light and prevented most boats 
from finishing the races on day one, but day two filled in enough to complete 
two races before everyone jumped in their cars to make what was for many of 
them a very long, overnight trip home in time for classes on Monday morning. 
 

Corinne Nedeau is a sophomore at Michigan State University and a member of 
the MSU sailing team. Corinne (in yellow in the middle below) and her fellow 
Spartan sailors competed on a J122E in the PHRF Medium Division.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l2aJb_TAfLE&feature=emb_title
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MSU (above & below) won a tie-breaker to place 3rd overall out of the seven 
teams, including Western Michigan University, competing in their division. 
 

 
 

Lots more info about this event can be found at the link below: 
https://www.stormtrysailfoundation.org/intercollegiate-regatta 
 

West Michigan has had a major presence at this regatta in recent years. Youth 
sailors from nearly every junior program throughout West Michigan have 
attended this event with teams from MSU, Western Michigan, GVSU, UofM, 
Michigan Tech, Northern Michigan, the College of Charleston, and others. 

https://www.stormtrysailfoundation.org/intercollegiate-regatta
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Sarah Corder is a 
sophomore at Grand 
Valley State 
University and is 
currently the Vice 
Commodore of the 
GVSU sailing team.  
 

Sarah and J35 Bad 
Dog crew member 
Antoinette Martin 
(both far left in the 
photo on the right) 
competed in the J109 
One design Class at 
the 2019 Storm 
Trysail 
Intercollegiate 
Offshore Regatta in 
Larchmont NY. 
 

Sarah (below) has worked the bow for GVSU at this event for two years now. 

 lick below for full results for the 2019 Storm Trysail Intercollegiate Regatta: 
https://yachtscoring.com/event_results_cumulative.cfm?eID=9571 

https://yachtscoring.com/event_results_cumulative.cfm?eID=9571
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Above: Sarah on the bow during day two on Long Island Sound.  
Below: Antoinette (red hat) and Sarah (on the right) executing a tack in NY. 
 

 
 

The Storm Trysail Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta is a fantastic opportunity 
for collegiate sailors from around the country to establish lifelong friendships 
and gain valuable sailing experience at this extremely competitive event. 



 

 

18 

Just two weeks later on Oct 26-27, Corinne Nedeau and Sarah Corder were 
both on the water again, this time in East Lansing for last event of the 2019 
Midwest Collegiate Sailing Association (MCSA) Fall sailing season.  
 

Each year, Michigan State University hosts its annual MSU Cedarfest Regatta 
at the MSU Sailing Center on Lake Lansing. MYC members Scott and Lisa 
Corder served as the Race Committee for the 11 teams competing this year. 
 

 
 

 

Despite cold temps and winds that eventually exceeded safe limits on day two, 
the sailors pictured above had a great time, which underscores why collegiate 
sailing is growing faster in the Midwest than anywhere else in North America. 
 

In the A-Fleet, Corinne Nedeau crewed for MSU, taking 2nd Place. 

In the B-Fleet, Sarah Corder crewed for GVSU, losing a tie-breaker for third. 
Overall, GVSU won the regatta with MSU teams placing 3rd and 4th. 
 

Click the link below for more info on Corinne’s 2019 Fall sailing season: 
https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/corinne-nedeau/ 
 

Click the link below for more info on Sarah’s collegiate sailing activities: 
https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/sarah-corder/ 
 
PLEASE SUPPORT MYC JUNIOR PROGRAMS BY GIVING TO THE MJSA 

The MYC Sailing School and MYC Junior Programs are 
made possible through the generous support of the 
Muskegon Junior Sailing Association (MJSA) which is a 
501c3 charitable organization. Please consider making a 
tax-deductible donation to the MJSA. For more info and 
to make a donation, please click the link below: 

http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/mjsa/ 

https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/corinne-nedeau/
https://scores.collegesailing.org/sailors/sarah-corder/
http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/mjsa/
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Free 

Dessert 
Bar 

Offered 
on 

11/23/19 
 
 

Thank 
you to 

all! 
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Reminder - If you rented a slip for the 2019 season AFTER the December 
2018 Slip Assignment Meeting, your slip assignment was temporary for 
one year. If you want to slip at MYC in the 2020 season, you MUST be 

placed on the slip waiting list by paying the $50 non-refundable fee, and 
attend the Slip Assignment meeting on Saturday, December 7th in 

person or by proxy. The list has already been started, so don't wait. If 
you elect not to get on the slip waiting list, your choices for a slip in 

2020 will be limited to whatever slips are left after the Slip Assignment 
Meeting, if any.  

Please refer to the Red Book, pages 58-60 for more information. 

Slip Assignment meeting is for anyone looking for a dry sail (ramp and 

hoist side) or marina slip for 2020! 
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 Race & Regatta Committee Report: 

Season’s Greetings MYC Racers: 

On 16 October 2019, we held our first Race and Regatta 
Committee meeting of the off season. We primarily discussed the 
then upcoming Awards Dinner. We also discussed the RRC 
developing some specifically identified members and leaders and 
starting to follow the normal protocol as the other MYC 
Committees. We had a second meeting on 20 November 2019 to 
further discuss our intentions of having a more structured RRC.  

If you have an interest in volunteering regularly on the RRC, 
your presence is requested at our next meeting on 18 December 
2019 at MYC in the Lakeview Room at 1900 hours. At this 
meeting we intend to work as an open committee to establish 
together who the regular members of the RRC will be moving 
forward. This will allow us to have roll call at our critical off-season 
meetings. Required minimum attendance of the RRC members 
makes certain that there is always adequate representation of all 
our competitors and race divisions at these RRC planning 
meetings in the off-season. 

Our goal is to be sure that we are getting thorough feedback from 
our entire race fleet regarding weekend racing, series scoring 
details, regatta planning, fund raising, etc.  

If you are interested, we hope to see you there! 

RRC Provisional Members 

 
Awards Banquet 2019 
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Social Committee Report: 
 

Please help decorate a donated tree at the club by bringing in an 

ornament this week. Hang your ornament on the tree in the 

round room.  A big thank you to all members who helped 

decorate for Christmas: Pam Palmer, Joe and Karen Seifert, Kim 

McDaniel, Judi Freye, Meagan Gassmann, Mark Burns, Jill 

Montgomery, Pat Bogner, Marie Chabotte, and Linda Kidd. Many 

hands make light work! Thanks to Cassie and Gary Marchido also 

for donating a Christmas tree. 
 

December 15th Family Fun Christmas Party (2-4 p.m.) 

Wear your ugly Christmas sweater and bring the kids to see Santa 

and decorate cookies.  Special guests, The Quarter Notes, will 

perform. 

*Please contact the club by December 10th if you are bringing 

children. We need a head count for cookies.  The kitchen will 

feature a build your own flatbread pizza day!   
 

December 24th – Annual Christmas Eve Potluck 

4 pm – 8 pm (Last call at 7:30 pm) 

Bring a dish to pass (MYC kitchen is closed)! 
 

December 31st New Year’s Dinner and 85th Anniversary Party 

Watch for further information 
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Employee Holiday Fund 

Season’s Greetings! 

Muskegon Yacht Club is very fortunate to have an outstanding, loyal staff.  

This is a result of both their professionalism and the positive relationships 

they have with our members.      

In 2013, our membership had the good sense to create an annual Employee 

Holiday Fund.   This is a convenient way for you to give a holiday gratuity to 

staff members in conjunction with your monthly account billing.  Membership 

contributions will be divided amongst all our staff and given to them mid-

December.   

The Employee Holiday Fund is an entirely voluntary program designed to 

give a heartfelt holiday “Thank You” to our staff.   Please consider contributing 

at whatever level you are comfortable with. Your generosity is always greatly 

appreciated. 

Happy Holidays! 

Tim Wallace 
Commodore 
 
 

You may contribute online with a credit/debit card by selecting “Make A 

Payment” at www.muskegonyachtclub.org, or return the form below. 

I wish to make a contribution of:  

__$200 __ $150 __$100 __$75  __$50 __ $25  ______ Other 

To the Muskegon Yacht Club “Employee Holiday Fund”   

Please Charge my account _____ 

Check enclosed _____ 

 

Member Name  
 

Member Signature 
 

http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/
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EVERY WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT  

7 PM 

MYC ROUND ROOM 

HAVE A DRINK, EAT SOME 

FOOD, PLAY SOME CARDS! 
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Available for 

Purchase! 
(Limited Quantity) 

 
Custom MYC Logo 15 oz 
Stemless Wine Glasses  

 
$14.50 each 

 
Ask the bartender on duty for 

assistance!!  
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Advertise with Us! 
Get noticed!  Promote your business in the Portwatch. 

Business Card Size Ads only $15/month.  Half Page Ad only $30/month 

 
MYC PORTWATCH WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR ADVERTISERS 



 

 

29 

FOR THEIR SUPPORT! 

 

 ~ MYC DECEMBER 2019 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

Jam 
Session 3 
pm 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
Slip 
Assignment 
Meeting 1 
pm 

8 
 
WMIYC Mtg 
– 4 pm 
 

9 10 11 

 

12 13 14 

 

Committee 
Meetings 
 
 

15 
 
Family 
Holiday  
Party 2-4 

16 17 18 
 
Race & 
Regatta 
Meeting 
 

19 
 
MYC 
Board 
Meeting 
7 pm 

20 21 
 

22 
 

23 24 
 
X-Mas 
Eve 
Potluck 
4-8 pm 

25 
 
 
 
Club 
Closed 

26 27 28 
 

29 
 
Jam 
Session 3 
pm 

30 31 
 
New 
Years 
Eve 
Party 

 
 
 

   

       
 

If you have events or meetings you’d like added to the Portwatch                              

or website calendars, please contact Kim Nguyen - kim@muskegonyachtclub.org 

  

mailto:kim@muskegonyachtclub.org
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