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COMMODORE’S COMMENTS:              

 
Spring has not sprung yet. I’m sure it will get here soon - but it’s never soon 

enough for the sailors in our area this time of year. Spring is full of seasonal 

rituals to get the boat ready for launch and in 5 weeks our Wednesday night 

racing begins on May 16th. It’s also always great to see all the out-of-town 

members around the club again after a long winter.  This past month, the club 

has been extremely busy with an excellent St. Patrick’s Day Party hosted by Bill 

Iddings (see picture page), a sold out Wine Dinner and a Sunday Jam Session.  

The Jam Sessions are led by volunteer members, Tom Udell, Rob Rafson. Greg 

May and Bob Butcher. What’s neat about this type of volunteering is that they 

not only provide excellent live music at the club, but they draw people to the 

club and the food and drink sales greatly increases on the Sunday afternoons 

they perform. Social Chairwoman, Rome Palmer came up with the idea for Jam 

Sessions a couple of years ago, and it’s taken off and been a huge hit. We have 

also had some productive Dock & Yard & House meetings and approved the 

2018 Budget. We have a number of indoor & outdoor improvement projects 

planned for around the club this year too. This should make us all thankful that 

spring is just around the corner and very soon we will all be enjoying summer 

life at MYC – specifically sailing, friendly camaraderie and fun! Thanks to all 

our volunteers and employees for their hard work and service to our great 

club! Highlights of events planned for April include: 

Saturday, April 21st 
MYC Open House 

from 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Join MYC to receive a special membership incentive! 

Live music from Brett Dame from 1 pm to 5 pm 
Help Spread the Word! 

 

The Membership committee is gearing up to welcome many new members 

and there are special events planned for all the new faces that we expect to 

see around the club this summer:  
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Saturday, April 28th 

Volunteer Work Day aka Launch Day! 

9:00 am - Coffee and Donuts will be available! 

Dock & Yard Volunteers needed to help set up the outside areas for the 

summer season.  Join us for this annual tradition! 

Saturday, April 28th 

Soup and Chili Cook Off!                                                                                           

Enter for your chance to win! 

Deliveries from 11:30 am - 12:00pm 

Tasting starts at 12:30 PM.  Join us for an afternoon of fun! 

The Social committee is organizing this and some other great events coming. 
  More details to follow. 

Best regards, 
Bud Ainsworth 
Commodore  

 
              

About the cover artist: 
Kayleigh Shelagowski is 9 years old 
and is in the third grade at Mona 
Shores Lincoln Park School. She is the 
granddaughter of life members Cassy 
& Gary Marchido.   Her favorite 
subject in school is Destination 
Imagination (DI), and her school team 
is going to the state meet.  Her 
favorite things to draw are flowers 
and horses, but was commissioned to 
draw our cover sailboat this month. 
Kayleigh also likes to do different 
types of paintings and dancing 

lessons too. She is thinking when she gets older she might like to become a 
teacher. She is looking forward to summer and going to Camp Henry for 
horseback riding lessons. She also likes to fish and sail with her cousin Emily 
and her grandparents on their boat, “Woolly Bully”. She likes the hot dogs, 
“the yacht club” and BLT wraps best at MYC and coming to the pool and beach 
of course. Great job and thank you very much Kayleigh! 
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MYC Committee Meeting Reminders: 

Dock & Yard Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 9:00 am 
House Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 10:00 am 

Membership Committee – 2nd Saturdays at 11:00am 
Social Committee – as needed 

Board Meeting – 3rd Thursdays at 7:00pm 
 

 
 
 

2018 Capital Improvement Fund Update 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 
Club Hours of Operation for April 2018 

 
    Bar Hours           Kitchen Hours 
 Monday:   Club Closed   Club Closed 
 Tuesday:  Club Closed   Club Closed 
 Wednesday:  4pm – 10pm  4pm – 9pm 
 Thursday:  4pm – 10pm  4pm – 9pm  
 Friday:   12pm – 11pm  12pm – 9pm 
 Saturday:  12pm – 11pm  12pm – 9pm 
 Sunday:   1pm – 9pm  1pm – 8pm 

  

2018 Collected 
To-Date: 
$ 25,243 

 

+ 
 

12/31/17 Balance: 
$59,174 

 
 

 2018 Expenditures: 
 

Bar Window/Wall 
(partial) $35,564 

North walk-in roof 
$1,970 

 

 Available Balance = 
$46,883 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

On behalf of the Membership Committee, we are happy to announce the 

following additions to the MYC Family: 

     Randy & Martha Johnston Full Members  Naperville, IL 
     Eric Spangler   Full Member  Ada 
      

And welcome back to the following returning members: 
 

     Bryon & Sharon Mazade Associate Members Muskegon 
     Mike Muskovin  Associate Member Norton Shores 
     Steve & Lori Videto  Full Members  Muskegon 
 
 
 

   Race & Regatta Committee Report: 

WANTED 

Trans-Michigan Shore Team Members 
Please join our team to make the on shore experience for the fleet and 
members special.  

 Shuttle Drivers 

 Welcome Team 

 Entertainment Coordinators and Facilitators 

 Check in Desk 

 Ticket Sales (Maybe)  

 Overall Fun People with Great Ideas 

 

Join us for our first Trans Michigan Team Meeting April 12th at 7:00 PM in 
the Spinnaker Room at MYC. 

 
Questions?  Email Sam Nedeau at samnedeau@nedeaulaw.com  

mailto:samnedeau@nedeaulaw.com
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   Juniors Committee Report: 

 
 

REGISTER NOW FOR 2018 SAILING SCHOOL CLASSES 
The dates, information and registration forms for 2018 Sailing School classes are now 
posted on the MYC Sailing School web site at www.mycsailingschool.org 

The Sailing School’s Learn-to-Sail classes are designed for both beginner and 
experienced youth sailors age 6-18. There are also evening classes for adults, teens 
and families. Classes are taught by trained, certified instructors on Optimist, Butterfly, 
Laser, and JY15 sailboats. 

Please mark your calendars and make plans for your children, grandchildren and their 
friends to take advantage of these great Learn-To-Sail opportunities! 

 

MYC JUNIOR RACE TEAM SCHEDULE FOR 2018 
In addition to the Learn-To-Sail opportunities offered by the MYC Sailing School, youth 
sailors can expand their sailing experience by joining the MYC Junior Race Team. 

Both experienced and beginner sailors are welcome. Weekly practices and 
participation in several youth regattas help young sailors improve their sailing skills, 

http://www.mycsailingschool.org/
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build confidence, and learn the importance of personal responsibility as part of a 
supportive, close-knit team. 

Information and registration forms for the MYC Junior Race Team’s 2018 activities are 
now posted on the MYC web site at www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/ 

 

2018 WEST MICHIGAN YOUTH SAILING ASSOCIATION REGATTA DATES 
The MYC Junior Race Team’s 2018 regatta schedule will include attending four WMYSA 
“Friday” regattas. At these regattas, both beginner and experienced sailors ages 7-18 
gather in one place for the day to compete in separate fleets of Optimists, Butterflies, 
Lasers and Club 420s. 

 

Each of these events attract well over 100 youth sailors from nine different West 
Michigan youth sailing programs including St Joseph, South Haven, Saugatuck, 
Holland, Spring Lake, Muskegon, White Lake, Gull Lake and Grand Rapids.  

These large, well-run regattas give youth sailors the opportunity to explore other 
lakes, improve their sailing skills, earn awards, enjoy a fun meal and make new friends 
from around the region. The 2018 dates for these regattas will be: 

June 29, 2018 at Gull Lake 
July 13, 2018 at Spring Lake 
July 27, 2018 at White Lake 
August 10, 2018 at Macatawa Bay 

 

2018 ULRICH MEMORIAL JUNIOR REGATTA 
The 2018 Ulrich Memorial Junior Regatta will take place on August 18 at MYC. This 
event marks the end of the summer sailing season for the MYC Juniors and will, once 
again, be conducted as part of the Harbor Hospice Regatta. Mark your calendars now 
and look for more details in future issues of the Portwatch. 

 

OTHER 2018 DATES FOR JUNIOR SAILORS 
 July 17-19 Butterfly Nationals at Glen Lake YC  

 Aug 1-4 West Michigan Yachting Association “Westerns” at MYC 

 Oct 6-7 US Sailing Junior Olympic Festival at Macatawa Bay YC 

  

CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO FOLLOW THE JUNIORS ON FACEBOOK!  
https://www.facebook.com/Muskegon-Junior-Sailing-Program-134232283314396/ 

 

http://www.muskegonyachtclub.org/myc-juniors/
https://www.facebook.com/Muskegon-Junior-Sailing-Program-134232283314396/
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Greetings, 

One of my final duties as “Past Commodore” is to 

preside over the Nomination Committee for Directors 

and Officers of MYC for the 2018-2019 year. These elections happen at the 

annual meeting in October which seems a long way away but with the 

busyness of the season the nomination process is often a last minute 

endeavor.  I hope to change that by forming my nomination committee this 

spring and will be asking for nominations shortly thereafter.  

We accomplish much at MYC with limited resources.  A big part of why we can 

do this is that our members make the commitment to support the club and 

volunteer their time so generously. Whether it be participating in work bees, 

being active on committees, or joining the Board of Directors, our members 

working in conjunction with our fine staff, make MYC function.  We simply 

could not do what we do for anywhere near the cost level we have, without 

our volunteers.  

We are all busy, you may not live in Muskegon, and it is never a perfect time 

but I would encourage everyone to consider stepping forward and getting 

more involved with the club. Join a committee, run for a directorship position, 

when asked to get involved, say yes.  We need your help and support to 

continue to improve and grow MYC. 

Nomination Committee will be announced next month.  I look forward to 

receiving nominations! 

Have a great April, 

Larry Taunt 

Past Commodore 

 

 

 



 

 

10 

 
Wine Dinner 3/29/18 featuring South American cuisine 

 
 

 
Joanne Wickland , granddaughter Madeline & daughter Emily Young with Keek 
Wickland in the foreground.  Madeline recently celebrated her 1st Birthday at 
MYC with a party hosted by Joanne & Keek.  
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Tom Burnip and Madeline on her 1st birthday 

 
 

   
 
                                                              
Wednesday Night 
Euchre has been 
very popular this 
winter.
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Greetings fellow MYC Members,   

As nearly all of you may have noticed, we have been able to again accomplish 

a considerable amount of needed work around the MYC campus for the fourth 

consecutive year. This work has again been made possible by the close fiscal 

stewardship of your past and current board of directors, the continued 

funding of the Capital Improvement Fund (CIF) by you as members and the 

work managed and/or performed by a dedicated MYC staff and member 

volunteers.  As we exit FY 2017-18 at the end of April and enter our next 

twelve (12) month fiscal year, we are again doing so on a sound financial 

footing, albeit maybe not as firm as last year. In addition to the considerable 

amount of work accomplished with Capital Improvement Fund (CIF) monies, 

we, as a club, have also been able to accomplish and pay for additional 

improvements, needed general repairs and the unforeseen repairs to the 

attenuator that were not covered by our insurance via our general revenues. 

In setting the budget for FY 2018-19 we had to consider the “carry-over” loss 

from late last FY that we experienced due to repeated issues with our 

attenuator system. Over the past three years the repairs to the dock system 

have totaled $94,048. Our strong financial performance over the past several 

years has allowed us to cover these mostly unanticipated expenses out of our 

general revenues. 

As we prepare to enter our next “Seasonal” Budget Year, May 1st through 

April 30th, I take pleasure in presenting the attached recently approved 

Muskegon Yacht Club 2018-19 Budget in accordance with our MYC By-Laws.   

MYC continued to again operate within the majority of our set budget 

constraints as we experienced a solid financial performance from the 

operational perspective throughout the past twelve (12) months. We did this 

by: 

1. Adhering very closely to the established budget while continuing our 

profitable “House” operations. 

2. Making effective and judicious use of the member approved CIF funding. 

3. Continuing our efforts in collections from those MYC members who have 

been carrying chronic past due account balances.   
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As the board and your committee members were working on the budget, it 

again became abundantly clear that the previously projected increases for line 

items such as: 

 Mandated increases in hourly wages for some our staff. 

 Increases in our insurance, utilities (gas & electric), license fees and 

food & beverage costs ALL came to pass. 

 

Due to our sound financial performance we have so far been able to absorb 

these increases without any impact upon our current dues structure. Rest 

assured your MYC Board of Directors remains committed to working together 

to ensure we do all we can to continue to operate within our current dues 

structure as long as possible.   

With the MYC Board being the stewards of the CIF I feel it is important to 

review some of the projects vying for CIF funding. Although we have neither 

finalized the full scope, cost nor timing of these projects, they are worthy of 

noting (in no particular order or priority):  

1. The new cable fencing around the pool deck still needs to be completed 

with the addition of a “top rail” around the periphery. 

2. The coolers behind the bar have been averaging about $2,000. per year in 

repair costs. Based upon this and the available improved efficiencies a 

new cooler would offer, this item, although costly (yet to be determined), 

is high on our list of projects to be undertaken. 

3. MYC Building Windows: 

a. With the recent and almost completed window project in the bar 

and Round Room areas, we are now evaluating the need to do a 

similar project in the Spinnaker Room where we have had known 

water intrusion for a number of years. 

b. There are still numerous windows in the Lakeview Room that 

have lost their thermal seal integrity, needing our attention. We 

are currently in the midst of determining how best to address the 

issues and establishing costs. Due to the scope of these projects 

we currently plan on getting these projects started right after 

Labor Day 2018. 

4. The seawall and concrete cap at the dry sail hoist area used by our 

MELGES fleet is being undercut by the wave action and the high water 

levels. We are also experiencing what appears to be serious undercutting 



 

 

15 

of portions of our sidewalk near the “capstan” area. Our Dock & Yard 

Committee (D&Y) is investigating how best to address both of these 

issues. They feel it will likely be more expensive than the budgeted 

numbers that were requested and approved for D&Y to expend during FY 

2018-19 in dealing with this issue. 

5. The property line fencing along Thompson Ave, NNW of the club, remains 

an “eyesore” for not only us, but our neighbors as well. This is an item up 

for replacement this year, provided funding is available. 

6. The Junior Sailor corner of the campus remains a reoccurring issue as it 

continues to silt in due to wave action and natural sand migration. We 

routinely expend funds to dredge this area for both safe entry from 

seaward by our boaters coming into the inner slips, as well as for the use 

of this area by our MYC Junior Sailors. We are looking at how best to 

provide a “long term” solution in stabilizing this area. No cost estimate or 

timing is yet available. 

7. Portions of the roof of the Octagon Building still need work to stop the 

water intrusion. 

 

As you can see, the aforementioned projects will likely consume the majority 

of our current available CIF fund balance. There are a couple of other projects 

under consideration, however, that will be undertaken as available remaining 

funds are better known. With this being the beginning of our new FY, I have 

made a recommendation to the MYC Board that we use constraint in its CIF 

“spending approvals” for certain of those aforementioned projects until later 

in the FY. I feel it is only prudent in order to not get financially strapped in the 

event we get hit again with unanticipated expenses that we need to cover for 

repairs our dock system. We trust the significant and meaningful 

improvements made to date in the material condition of our MYC campus will 

continue to garnish your continued future support of the CIF. Please bear with 

us if you do not see some of your pet projects being undertaken during the 

summer months. One way to get some of these projects that may be delayed 

or not get completed may be for some of us members to undertake them on a 

volunteer work group basis during the time you might be otherwise looking for 

something to do. 

If you have any questions regarding this year’s budget, or any aspect of the 
MYC finances, please feel free to contact either me or Sue Peters in our 
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business office and we will do all we can to get them answered while at the 
club. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. Dean Runk,  MYC Treasurer 
 
 

Muskegon Yacht Club 
   
    May 2018 - Apr 2019 

RESTAURANT OPERATIONS   

Sales Revenue   413,415.00 

Cost of Goods Sold   -179,603.00 

Staff Expense   -142,619.00 

Other Misc. Expenses  -3,650.00 

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) 87,543.00  

     

DOCK & YARD OPERATIONS / MARINA  

Slip Rental Fee Income  188,245.00 

Other Misc. Income   25,850.00 

Staff Expense   -9,590.00 

Taxes, Permits & Insurance Expense  -29,725.00 

Utility Expense   -18,550.00 

Maintenance & Equipment Expense  -34,400.00 

Mortgage Expense (Principal & Interest) -112,008.00 

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) 9,822.00  

     

CLUB & MEMBERSHIP OPERATIONS  

Dues & Initiation Fee Income  197,965.00 

Other Income   33,220.00 

Staff Expense   -150,361.00 

Taxes, Permits & Insurance Expense  -33,340.00 

Utility Expense   -37,050.00 

Maintenance & Equipment Expense  -15,100.00 

Misc. Operating Expenses  -75,700.00 

 SURPLUS / (SHORTFALL) (80,366.00) 

     

RESTAURANT OPERATIONS   87,543.00  

DOCK & YARD OPERATIONS / MARINA 9,822.00  

CLUB & MEMBERSHIP OPERATIONS (80,366.00) 

Net Income from Operations   16,999.00  

          

INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP EQUITY 60,003.00  

     

Capital Improvement Fund Income (est) 45,020.00 
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   News from the General Manager: 

Happy Spring MYC friends!  Hope winter treated you well!  Just think, summer is 

right around the corner -finally. 

Registration is now open for the 2018 racing season on Yachtscoring.  We are 

down to only 8 slips left for the year.  Please contact me for additional information 

if you are interested in renting a slip.   

The last Wine Dinner of the 2018 season will be held on 4/26/18 at 6:30 pm.  

Reservations are required.  If you have not attended one yet, please do so.  This is 

a perfect way to meet some of your fellow members, eat some unique and 

delicious cuisine, and learn about our wine pairings with Michael Smith, Certified 

Sommelier.    

Join us for a couple of MYC annual traditions in April:  Spring open house on 4/21, 

Launch day on 4/28 at 9 am, followed by our soup and chili cook off at 12:30 pm.   

Look for future correspondence on our many regattas, parties, Mother’s Day 

brunch, power boat weekend, and much much more!  It is gearing up to be a great 

summer on the lakeshore.   

Reminders:  Please bus your tables when you are finished dining and make sure to 

put all glassware on the bar top for the bartenders.  Don’t forget to sign your tab 

out come the end of your visit.  This helps ensure accuracy with our billing.   

Please see me with any questions, comments, or concerns.  I do not view feedback 

as a negative aspect, rather a chance to improve our services to you.  We want 

each member to leave happy and satisfied with their visits.  I am a very 

approachable person and would love to hear from you.   

On a personal note, we are taking our first big family vacation to Disney at the end 

of April.  If you have any tips or suggestions that would help me in making this trip 

a memorable one, please let me know.  Not only will this be my kids first time to 

Disney, but mine as well! 

Wishing each of you well,  

Kim Nguyen 
kim@muskegonyachtclub.org 

mailto:kim@muskegonyachtclub.org


 

 

18 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUN 
 

     
              Best Dressed Award              Renee Rutz – Not only is she 100%  
 Keith McEvoy                Irish (maiden name Kenney), but she 
     was also born on St. Patrick’s Day! 
 

 
Kim, Barb, Jerry, and Rob are enjoying the St. Patrick's Day Party 
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Party decorations by Renee “Right On” Rutz, “Tommy-Boy” Burnip, and 
Sharlene “Yooper” Naylor. 
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There were a few drunks at the bar 
Whose limericks seemed well below par 

They drank a few more 
Got increasingly poor 

Then Trevor emerged as the star 
 

 
 

RoJoe has a limerick 
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Bill Iddings did an amazing job again this year hosting the St. Patrick's Day 
Party.  Bill wrote an Irish trivia contest and also judged the Irish Limerick 

contest that was a huge hit. 
 

 
Jim Rutz - even the diehard UM fans are wearing green and saying Go Green! 

as they look over MSU Spartan fan application. 
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Dr. Veronica Petty prescribing some R & R for the evening. 

 

Blake and Bud 
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“Shelly” and Garrett Tenkel light it up for the St. Patrick’s Day fun  
 

 
Sparky and Luke – two peas in a pod 



 

 

24 
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SPRING OPEN 

HOUSE 
April 21, 2018 

12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
 

 

Live Music from “Upcoast Kin” featuring Brett Dame 

from 1 pm – 5 pm 
 

New Member Incentive: Join during the Open 

House and receive half of the initiation fee back 

in MYC credits, once the application is approved! 

 
 

Tell your friends and family to stop down and 

check out MYC!     
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Save the Date: 

April 28, 2018 

9:00 a.m. 

Help is needed to haul and set up our outdoor 
summer amenities such as: picnic tables, 

Adirondack chairs, patio furniture, fire pit, 
grills, pool furniture, etc.  Please plan to join 
us for this MYC Tradition!  More details to 

come soon! 
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Save The Date: 

MYC April Wine Dinner 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

6:30 pm 

MYC Lakeview Room 

This will be the last Wine 

Dinner of the 2018 Season 

Menu To Be Released Soon! 
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Banquet and Catering 

Services! 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES, GRADUATION PARITES, 

WEDDINGS, RECEPTIONS, BUSINESS 

MEETINGS, BABY/BRIDAL SHOWERS, DINNER 

PARTIES, HOLIDAY PARTIES AND MORE!    

CALL / EMAIL KIM FOR DETAILS! 
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FOR SALE 
Brand new rectangular dock box 

In storage at MYC - Trionic Model 8006. 
Save on purchase price and shipping.  $300.00 

Contact Kelly Killen:  269.779.0991 
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Advertise with Us! 
Get noticed!  Promote your business in the Portwatch. 

Business Card Size Ads only $15/month.  Half Page Ad only $30/month 
 

MYC Portwatch would like to thank our advertisers for their support! 
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 ~ MYC April 2018 ~  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Happy 
Easter 

 

2 3 4 
 
 
Euchre 
Night 7pm 

5 6      
  

 

7 

 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
Euchre 
Night 7pm 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

 

14 
Comm 
Meetings 
 
 

15     
 
Jam 
Session 
3 pm 
 

16 

 

 
 
 

17 

 
 
 
 
 

18  
 
 

 
Euchre 
Night 7pm 

19        
 
 
 
Board Mtg 
7pm 

20   
 

 

21  
 
Spring MYC 
Open House 
 

 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24   
 

25        
Kim 
Nguyen 6 
year MYC 
Anniversary 

 
Euchre 
Night 7pm 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

 

28     
Launch 

Work Day 
 

Soup + Chli 
Cook Off 

29 
  
 

30 
    
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 

Wed Spring 
Challenge 

Trophy 

3 
 

4 
 

5 

 

 

 

 

If you have events or meetings you’d like added to the Portwatch                              

or website calendars, please contact Sue Peters  sue@muskegonyachtclub.org 

mailto:sue@muskegonyachtclub.org

